Taunton – Burnham-on-Sea   Saturday Runs

Dear Members

As Committee members of the Somerset Road Club it is important that all our members feel they can approach us any time with their concerns.  The standard of riding that takes place on our Saturday runs to Burnham-on-Sea is always a popular topic for discussion but recently the comments that have been made have been of a much more serious nature.  As a result we feel it is really important to put something down in writing even though it may not be welcome in all quarters!

We need to understand that when we are riding on a Saturday (or any other day of the week for that matter) we are riding on a public highway and as a result we have to be aware of the dangers.  Lately the size of the group has been anywhere from 10 to as many as 35 people, which is larger than some road race bunches.  This group of riders ranges from the beginner to the elite rider, and as a result we all need to be aware of our responsibilities.

Firstly it has been noted on many occasions that instead of riding two abreast, riders are riding three and sometimes even four abreast.  With a large group of riders car drivers are finding it difficult to see around the group and then with riders so far out this is just making the matter even worse.  This is causing driver frustration at not being able to pass and when they do they cannot be sure that the road is clear, hence the issues we have all experienced, where we are being cut up.

Secondly there are such things as traffic lights where it is noted that a number of riders are repeatedly going through these whilst they are on (or just changing to) red.  We need to remember that red means danger and should we have an amber gambler on the other junction then it will be the rider that gets hurt not the car.

Thirdly, road junctions, there are responsibilities on all of us but we can ensure that we make the ride safer by using more common sense.  Those leading the run need to remember that behind them there may be a whole string of riders.  It may be OK for the first person to go over but not the 30th rider and therefore some verbal warnings will not go amiss. The riders at the head of the bunch should imagine they are driving a long vehicle, and ensure that the tail of it is safe when they decide to set off. Similarly, riders in the bunch should be able to follow through with confidence, and not pause and cause a split in the group.

There are many more instances that could be mentioned but there is no point in listing everything, we have all seen it.  We have no doubt that some people will be reading this and saying ‘its not me, I don’t do it’ but if we all think about it there are probably times when we are all as bad as each other.  However this now has to STOP!!  It has to stop before someone gets seriously injured or killed and sooner or later that will happen if we are not all a little more careful and stop thinking that we are invincible.    Members of the committee are not prepared to sit back and wait for an accident to happen, we need to be responsible and try to stop the problems now.

Therefore for we are proposing a few simple rules and guidelines for all Saturday runs: -

1. The ride to Burnham from Taunton will be considered a social ride and the group will remain together, subject to traffic conditions, and ride as one group at a sensible pace to our coffee stop in Burnham.

2. Should riders wish to ride hard on the return and treat this as a training ride there are no problems.  However they will be asked to identify themselves early on and leave the café at Burnham some 5 mins before the main group. The remaining riders will then return treating this as a social ride and follow those guidelines as listed above.

3. Irrespective of the above the ride will proceed with caution from leaving the café until the roundabout at the end of Highbridge when traffic calms down.

4. The ride will also proceed with cauton from the roundabout at the end of the dual carriageway prior to entering Bridgwater along the straight through all the traffic lights and roundabouts up to the roundabout adjacent to the BMW garage. 

5. Under no circumstances will any rider jump or go through a red or amber light or go through the garage to circumvent the lights.

6. Riders will consider the fact that there is a highway code and its there to protect you, and it needs to be obeyed.  I know the argument that b**** car drivers are always carving us up, and I agree but hey, if that car hits you then it is going to hurt, and possibly kill, YOU. 

I do not want to preach on the topic but I want our sport to thrive and the SRC to be successful.  Regular riders will have noted some new youngsters over the course of the school holiday.  If you were their parents would you let them out on a Saturday with some of the riding that goes on?  I certainly wouldn’t with my own two lads if they were younger.

So in conclusion please read and think about what you are doing.  We all know of riders who have lost dear friends in accidents on their bikes or seen dreadful injuries. We all have as cyclists obligations under the Highway Code, which was designed to make road usage safer and therefore the committee are advocating this be followed. Therefore riding in an inconsistent manner will not be tolerated anymore and anyone who does will not be made welcome on the ride.

We know this is a difficult topic and hope everyone will take this letter in the spirit in which it is intended.  We are not pointing at individuals or placing blame, it is something we all need to be very much more aware of.  So please stop, look, listen and be aware of your responsibility to yourself and to others when riding on the road and STAY SAFE.

Yours in sport

Somerset RC Committee
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